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Elections

The City of London local elections were held on 16" March 2009. Six previous members for
Castle Baynard Ward were re-elected, together with Henrika Priest, a local resident and City
worker. Together we will work to represent your interests and concerns over the next four
years. Please contact us if we can help you with any issue concerning City of London
Corporation services.

We thank everyone who turned out to vote, whoever you voted for. And if you didn't vote —
please do, at your next opportunity: these elections are your chance to have your say on who
governs the City.

The Grange Hotel, Godliman Street

This hotel is a major new development in the Ward which will include function rooms,
conference facilities, and restaurants and bars open to the public. It applied for a licence to
02.00 am or 03.00 am for regulated entertainment such as indoor sporting events, boxing and
wrestling, live music, etc and the supply of alcohol. With the support of Ward members,
representations were made by a number of local residents and others as some of the proposed
activities could lead to noise and a general increase in nuisance, particularly since it is so close
to Carter Lane, where problems already arise from late evening drinking. Of particular concern
was the fact that there would be a “Sky Bar” and roof terrace (on Level 7) open till 03.00 am
with music being played outside on the terraces.

At a licensing hearing on Monday 6™ April 2009 a licensing sub-committee granted the licence
for regulated entertainment till 01.00 am at the latest, reduced the opening times of the sky bar
and roof terrace to 12.00 midnight with the installation of noise limiters for the music and,
amongst other conditions, prohibited sale of alcohol in unsealed containers for consumption off
the premises. We will monitor the situation when the hotel is operating.

Don't forget, if you have any problems with noise from any premises in the City, report them to
Environmental Services on 020 7332 3630: the City may be able to help, and there will also be
a record of your complaint if the problems persist and in the case of licensed premises you want

to bring a licence review.

Post Office

Despite extensive representations from Ward members and the City Corporation, the Post
Office has decided to proceed with permanent closure of Ludgate Circus Crown Post Office
with effect from 22" April 2009. However, in response to objections, it is introducing a self
service postage facility which will operate from adjacent premises which can be accessed from
Tudor Street. There will be four self-service kiosks which can be used to weigh items, buy
stamps and post letters and packets. While these are by no means a substitute for a full
service, they will retain some basic postal facilities in the area.

Issues you raised with us

As we went round in the run-up to the election you raised a number of concerns with us. Some
we knew about, some we didn’t. Here are some of your concerns, and what can be done about
them. More will follow in future issues — see over!
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Roadworks and traffic diversions

Q: We sometimes have trouble driving home, especially at weekends, because of road closures
and diversions. Is there any way to find out about roadworks and diversions in the City?

A Yes. A weekly bulletin is produced by the City’s department of environmental services. You
can sign up to receive this by email by contacting lan.hughes@cityoflondon.gov.uk, or you
can view it online by visiting the Transport and Streets section of the City’'s website —
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk.

Noisy building works

Q: What can | do to stop building contractors starting noisy work unreasonably early, particularlv
at weekends? (

A The permitted hours of work in the Ward under the City's Code of Practice for Deconstruction
and Construction Sites are currently 08.00 — 18.00 hours (Monday to Friday), and 08.00 -
13.00 hours (Saturday), with no working on Sundays or Bank Holidays. If you find
contractors making a noise outside those hours, contact Andy Dawson at the City of London
Corporation on 020 7332 3619 or andrew.dawson@cityoflondon.gov.uk. Also contact him if
you feel these times are unreasonable, particularly at weekends. It may be possible for them
to negotiate different weekend working times with the contractors.

Some residential areas within the City have specific protection under the Code and this
includes a later start for Saturdays, when hours are 09.00 — 14.00. The City Corporation will
shortly be consulting on the Code. If you feel that a 09.00 Saturday start would be
preferable, please respond and say so as if there is sufficient pressure it may be possible to
persuade the City to give Castle Baynard residents the same protection. If you want us to
alert you when the consultation starts, please email your contact details to

castlebaynard7 @googlemail.com.

Unloading shopping

Q: How do | avoid getting a parking ticket when | am unloading shopping outside my apartment,
and leave my vehicle unattended for a few minutes?

A: Firstly, ensure the vehicle is not standing where it is causing an instant offence, eg wheels ..
the footway. Then ensure the loading/unloading is not taking place where it is prohibited —
this will be indicated by chevrons on the curb. And finally ensure that there is evidence that
the vehicle is being used for loading and unloading. A note in the car helps. For a car
unloading into an apartment block, there must be a MINIMUM of five minutes of continuous
observation by a Civil Enforcement Officer without any activity taking place, before a ticket
can be issued.

Litter bins in the City
Q: Why aren’t there more litter bins in the City, especially in tourist areas?
A Because these are still viewed as a security risk. Ward members have questioned over

several years why the number can’t be increased, since other central areas in London have
reintroduced them. An increase in the current rather modest provision of bins is now being
considered, with additional bins around "amenity areas" and benches. As well as these bins,
some 80 larger bins will be positioned around the City, with the cost met through
sponsorship. These should be in place by the end of 2009 and will be used mostly for the
collection of dry recyclable litter.
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