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Castle Baynard Resident 
 

 

WE WISH EVERYONE WHO LIVES OR WORKS IN THE 
WARD OF CASTLE BAYNARD 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND 
A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 2018! 

 
 

Ian Luder - Alderman 
 

Chris Boden Henrika Priest 
 

Emma Edhem Catherine McGuinness - Deputy 
 

  Michael Hudson  Graham Packham 
 

  Angus Knowles-Cutler Jeremy Simons 
 

 
RACHEL ARRIVES IN LONDON 
 
Rachel, the first of the six Tideway Tunnel 
boring machines (TBMs) has arrived in London 
and passed through the ward by barge from 
Germany on its way to the Tideway Carnworth 
Road site, in West London to be reassembled. 
The machine will begin tunneling in 2018. 
 
When reassembled, Rachel will have a shield 
diameter of 8.1 metres, a cutter head weight of 
80 tonnes, a total weight of 1,350 tonnes, a total 
length of 147 metres and a total thrust force of 
50,656 k Newtons (approximately 68,000 horse 
power!). 
 
The project is scheduled to complete in 2023 
and as part of the project a new public space will 
be created immediately to the west of Blackfriars 
Bridge in the ward (see picture). 
 
To commemorate the 1918 declaration of 
suffrage for women, the six TBMs are named 
after notable women who were pioneering 
engineers and scientists, who fought for gender 
equality at the turn of the last century. 
 

 

 
 

 

Rachel is named after Rachel Parsons, Engineer and advocate for women’s employment rights, who 
set up the first women-only engineering company in Fulham. 
 
The others will be called Ursula (Ursula Smith a British cryobiologist), Selina (Selina Fox a 
pioneering doctor who worked in Bermondsey), Charlotte (Charlotte Despard, a key leader in the 
Suffragette movement), Millicent (Millicent Fawcett primarily known for her work as a campaigner for 
women to have the vote) and Annie (Annie Scott Dill Russell, the first female scientist to work at the 
Greenwich Observatory). 
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SERIOUS ACCIDENTS AT LUDGATE CIRCUS 
 
Just before we went to press ward members were 
greatly concerned to hear of yet another serious 
accident in which an elderly pedestrian was hit by a 
lorry at Ludgate Circus on 8 December suffering life 
threatening injuries. This follows on from the death 
of a pedestrian on 20 October at the junction.  
 
Although the details of the latest incidents have not 
yet been released, given that in addition to the latest 
accident there have been three fatalities in the 
vicinity recently (a pedestrian was killed on Ludgate 
Hill near the junction in October 2016, and a cyclist 
was killed at the junction in April 2014) it is clear that 
this busy, complex junction and the approaches 
nearby should be used with extreme caution. 
 

 

 
 

We are vigorously pressing City Highways officers to urgently work with TfL to improve the safety of 
the junction and the approach roads. Ward member Graham Packham raised this issue in the 
Planning & Transportation Committee meeting on 24th October and again on December 12th. During 
the latest meeting the Chairman of the Committee agreed to write a joint letter with Ward Deputy 
Catherine McGuiness (Chairman of the City Policy Committee) to the Managing Director of Surface 
Transport at TfL requesting a meeting and also that urgent action is taken to improve safety for 
vulnerable road users. 
 
SHOE LANE LIBRARY 
 
Shoe Lane library has been granted £15,000 to further develop its innovative community projects 
focused on improving mental health. The library will use the funding to build on the City of London 
Corporation’s latest mental health campaign ‘Release the pressure’. And is one of 14 winning 
applicants to receive new ‘Engaging Libraries’ funding from the Carnegie UK Trust and Wellcome. 
 
The funding aims to help local communities explore major health and wellbeing issues including 
stress, obesity, body image and even death in new and innovative ways. The one-year ‘Engaging 
Libraries’ programme is a £200,000 pilot scheme to help the successful applicants use creative 
methods to bring people together, exploring ideas related to health and wellbeing. The programme 
encourages City workers, residents and visitors to look after their mental health and wellbeing by 
seeking help for mental health issues. The campaign is led by the City of London Corporation in 
partnership with the City of London Police and Business Healthy. 
 
Ward Member Graham Packham, Chairman of the City of London Corporation’s Culture, 
Heritage and Libraries Committee said: “We are delighted to be awarded this funding. This grant 
will further support our ambitions to create more projects and activities focused on mental health. 
Shoe Lane library is visited by a wide range of people and it is important for us to create an 
environment which we hope offers a safe neutral, shared space, in which people feel they belong and 
can visit alone or with friends.” 
 
BRIDEWELL THEATRE – WINTER PROGRAMME 
 
The programme at the Bridewell Theatre features the following shows for the next couple of months. 
For ticket purchases, please go online www.sbf.org.uk/theatre or telephone 020 7353 3331 for 
information on how to book. 
 
Evening Programme 
► All about My Mother (El Deseo S.A.): 17 – 19 January @ 7.30 pm. 20th @ 5.00 pm 
► A Doll’s House (SEDOS): 23 – 27 January @ 7.30 pm. Sat mat @ 2.30 pm 
► Arnika (Théâtre Volière): 5 February – 3 March @ 7.30 pm 
 
Please also see details for the Marchland Season of music, theatre and interdisciplinary 
performances from the edges and in-between places of Europe, curated by Théâtre Volière, at the 
Bridewell Theatre February to March 2018. http://marchlandseason.co.uk/ 
 


